
Pilot Aid for Scheduled 
Limitations Under FAR 117 
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Rest Requirements before starting any FDP/Reserve Assignment 

10 hr Rest period 
with 8 hr Sleep 

Opportunity before 
the start of the FDP 

Violation of FAR 
117.25.(e) 

30 hr Rest period 
within the 168 hr 
period preceding 

the start of the FDP 

Violation of FAR 
117.25.(b) 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

Inform 
Scheduling 

to make 
proper 

adjustments 

Proceed to  
Cumulative 

FTL 
Limitations 
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Less than 100 hrs 
Flight time in any 

672 hr period 

NO 

YES 

Less than 1000 
hrs Flight time in 
any 365 calendar 

days 

Violation of FAR 
117.23.(b)(1) 

Violation of FAR 
117.23.(b)(2) 

Inform 
Scheduling 

to make 
proper 

adjustments 

NO 

YES 

Proceed  
to  

Cumulative 
FDP 

Cumulative FTL Limitations 
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Cumulative FDP Limitations 

Less than 60 hrs 
FDP in any 168 hr 

period 

NO 

YES 

Less than 190 hrs 
FDP in any  672 

hr period 

Violation of FAR 
117.23.(c)(1) 

Violation of FAR 
117.23.(c)(2) 

Inform 
Scheduling to 
make proper 
adjustments 

NO 

YES 

Proceed to  
Acclimatization 
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Acclimatization 

At time of start of 
the FDP has the 

FCM had a 36 hrs 
Continuous Rest 

Period. 

NO 

YES 

No, FCM is  
Not 

acclimated, 
use the time 
zone for the 
station last 

acclimated to. 

Crewmember 
is Acclimated, 
use time zone 
for the station 
at the start of 

the FDP. 

At time of start of 
the FDP has the 
FCM remained  

within  a theater 
for 72 hrs or more 

YES 

Proceed to 
Crew 

Compliment 

NO 

Has FCM 
remained  
within the 

theater currently  
 acclimated to. 

NO 
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Crew Compliment 

Are more than 3 
Flight segments 

scheduled within 
the FDP. 

NO 

YES 

Crewmember 
is permitted to 

operate as a 
3 Pilot 

Flightcrew 

Crewmember 
must operate 

as  
2 pilot 

Flightcrew 

Is any flight 
segment under 
operation with 

only 2 FCM 
onboard. 

YES 

Proceed to 
Establish 

Daily 
Limitations 

NO 

Is any flight 
segment under 
operation with 

only 3 FCM 
onboard. 

Crewmember 
is permitted to 

operate as a 
4 Pilot 

Flightcrew 

YES 

NO 
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Establish Daily Limitations 

Apply the FDP Start Time, correct Crew Compliment , number of Flight Segments and Onboard Rest 
Facility Class to retrieve: 
• Permitted Flight Time Limitation 
• Permitted FDP Limitation 

• Reduce FDP limitation when FCM begins FDP in an un-acclimated state by 30 minutes. 
 

Note: Split Duty – Mid Duty Break is not included in FDP time 

Proceed to  
Split Duty, or 

Daily 
Limitations 
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Split Duty 

Will the FCM have a 
minimum of 3 hrs 

Duty Break between 
2200 and 0500 local 

Violation of FAR 
117.15 

Is the combined 
FDP and Duty Break 
less than 14 hours  

Violation of FAR 
117.15 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

Inform 
Scheduling 

to make 
proper 

adjustments 

Proceed to  
Daily 

Limitations 
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Notes:  
• Split Duty is only 

applied to 2-Pilot 
Flight Crews. 
 

• Total of FDP’s before 
and after the break 
must adhere to the 
daily FDP limits for 
2-pilot Flight Crews. 



Daily Limitations 

Is total Flight Time 
within a FDP less 
than or equal to 

the Permitted FTL 

Violation of FAR 
117.11 

Is the scheduled 
FDP less than or 

equal to the 
Permitted FDP limit 

Violation of FAR 
117.13 / 117.17 

NO 

NO 

YES 

YES 

Inform 
Scheduling 

to make 
proper 

adjustments 

Proceed to  
Consecutive 
Nighttime 
Operations 
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Consecutive Nighttime Operations (CNO) 

Does FDP infringe 
upon the WOCL 
(0200 to 0559) 

YES 

NO NO 

YES 

Inform 
Scheduling 

to make 
proper 

adjustment
s 

Proceed to  
Fitness for 

Duty 

Has the FCM been 
assigned to more 

than 3 CNO 

Do each of the 
CNO’s have a 

mid-duty sleep 
opportunity 

(2200-0500 local) 
and is there less 

than 6 CNO’s 

NO 

YES 

Violation of FAR 
117.27 
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Combined RAP and FDP -  2 Pilot Flight Crew 

Will the RAP be 
less than or equal 

to 14 hours 

Violation of FAR 
117.21.(c)(1) 

NO 

YES 

Inform 
Scheduling 

to make 
proper 

adjustments 

Proceed to  
Fitness for 

Duty 

Is the Scheduled 
end of the FDP 

less than or equal 
to the Required 
FDP End Time 

Required FDP end time is the lessor of : 
• RAP start plus 4 hours plus FDP limit 
• RAP start plus 16 hours 
• FDP start plus FDP limit 

NO 

YES 

Violation of FAR 
117.21.(c)(3) 
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Combined RAP and FDP -  3 or 4 Pilot Flight Crew 

Will the RAP be 
less than or equal 

to 14 hours 

Violation of FAR 
117.21.(c)(1) 

NO 

YES 

Inform 
Scheduling 

to make 
proper 

adjustment
s 

Proceed to  
Fitness for 

Duty 

Is the Scheduled 
end of the FDP 

less than or equal 
to the Required 
FDP End Time 

Required FDP end time is the lessor of : 
• RAP start plus 4 hours plus FDP limit 
• FDP start plus FDP limit 

NO 

YES 

Violation of FAR 
117.21.(c)(4) 

Copyright © 2012-2013 Understanding FAR 117 – A Generic Interpretation All rights reserved. 



Fitness for Duty 

Am I fit  for duty 
by being 

physiologically and 
mentally prepared 

Violation of FAR 
117.5 

NO 

YES 

Inform 
Scheduling 

to make 
proper 

adjustments 

Have a safe 
trip. 
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